Anno quinto Georgii IlI, cap. XXV A.D. 1765

An Act to alter certain Rates of Postage, and to amend, explain, and enlarge, several
Provisions in an Act made in the Ninth Year of the Reign of Queen Anne, and in other
Acts relating to the Revenue of the Post Office.

My Gracious Sovereign,
Whereas the Security and Inprovement of Correspondence, throughout your
Majesty’s Dominions, is a Matter of great Concernment, and highly necessary for the
Preservation and Extension of Trade and Commerce: And whereas by an Act made
in the Ninth Year of the Reign of her late Majesty Queen Anne, several Rats are
settled for the Port and Conveyance of Letters and Packets passing to and from the
several Parts of the British Dominions in Europe and America: And whereas by the
Increase of Trade and Commerce since the passing of the said Act, and by the vast
Accession of Territory gained by the late Treaty of Peace, several Communications
are opened, and new posts have been or may be established to and from the several
Parts of your Majesty’s Dominions in America, for which the Rates of Postage
cannot, under the present Law, be properly ascertained: And whereas the present
Rates of Postage may in some Parts be reduced, and the Revenue nevertheless may
hereafter be improved, by means of a more extensive Circulation: We, your
Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in
Parliament assembled, do most humbly beseech your Majesty, that it may be enactd;
and be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, That so much of the said
Act made in the ninth Year of the Reign of her said late Majesty Queen Anne,
intituled, An Act for establishing a General Post Office for all her Majesty’s
Dominions, and for settling a Weekly Sum out of the Revenues thereof for the
Service of the War, and after her Majesty’s Occasions, as establishes certain Rates or
Sums for the Port or Conveyance of Letters and Packets passing between London
and the British Dominions in America, and between any Places within the said
Dominions, shall, from and after the tenth Day of October, one thousand seven
hundred and sixty-five, be and is hereby, repealed.

[I. And, to the end that more easy and equal Rates of Postage may be settled and
established, and the Benefit of Posts be in Time extended to every Part of the British
Dominions in America, be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That from and after
the said tenth Day of October, one thousand seven hundred and sixty five, it shall
and may be lawful to and for his Majesty’s Post Master General for the time being,
and his Deputy and Deputies by him thereunto sufficiently authorized, to and for the
Use of his Majesty, his Heirs, and Successors, to demand, have, receive, and take, for
the Port and Conveyance of all and every the Letters, Packets, and other Things, that
shall be carried or conveyed to or from London, from or to any of the British
Dominions in America, and to or from any Part of the said Dominions, from or to any
other Part thereof, according to the several and respective Rates and Sums hereafter
mentioned; the same being rated either by the Letter, or by the Ounce, that is to say,



For all Letters and Packets passing from London to any Port within the
British Dominions in America and from any such Port unto London, for every Single
Letter one Shilling; for every Double Letter two Shillings; for every Treble Letter
three Shillings; and for every Ounce four Shillings; and so in Proportion for every
Packet of Deeds, Writs, or other Things.

For all Letters and Packets conveyed by Sea from any Port in the British
Dominions in America, to any other Port within the said Dominions, for every Single
Letter four Pence; for every Double Letter eight Pence; for every Treble Letter one
Shilling; and for every Ounce one Shilling and four Pence; and so in Proportion for
every Packet of Deeds, Writs, or other Things.

For the Inland Conveyance of all Letters and Packets to or from any Chief
Post Office established, or to be established, within the British Dominions in
America, from or to any other Part of the said Dominions, not exceeding sixty British
Miles distant from such Chief Offices respectively, or from the Office where such
Letters or Packets, not passing through any such Chief Office, may be put in, for
every Single Letter four Pence; for every Double Letter eight Pence; for every Treble
Letter one Shilling; and for every Ounce one Shilling and four Pence; and being
upwards of sixty such Miles, and not exceeding one hundred such Miles, for every
Single Letter six Pence; for every Double Letter one Shilling; for every Treble Letter
One Shilling and six Pence; and for every Ounce two shillings; and being upwards of
one hundred such Miles, and not exceeding two hundred such Miles, for every Single
Letter eight Pence; for every Double Letter one Shilling and four Pence; for every
Treble Letter two Shillings; and for every Ounce two Shillings and eight Pence; and
for every Distance not exceeding one hundred such Miles beyond such two hundred
Miles, and for every such further Distance, for every Single Letter two Pence; for
every Double Letter four Pence; for every Treble Letter six Pence; and for every
Ounce eight Pence; and so in Proportion, according to the said several and
respective Rates and Distances, for every Packet of Deeds, Writs, or other Things.

[II. And whereas by certain Clauses in the said Act, made in the Ninth Year of the
Reign of Her said late Majesty Queen Anne, it is enacted, That all Letters and Packets
that, by any Master of any Ship or Vessel, or any of his Company, or any Passengers
therein, should or might be brought to any Port Town, or which should arrive or
touch at any Port belonging to any Port Town within any Her Majesty’s Dominions,
or any the Members thereof, or which should be on board any Ship or Vessel which
should or did touch or stay at any such Port Town (other than such Letters as in the
said Act are excepted) should, by such Master, Passenger, or other Person or
Persons, be forthwith delivered unto the Deputy or Deputies of such Post Master
General for the time being by him appointed for such Place or Port Town, and to be,
by such Deputy or Deputies, sent Post unto the said General Post Office, to be
delivered according to the several and respective Directions of the same; upon Pain
of forfeiting the Sum of five Pounds of British Money for every several Offence
against the Tenor of the said Acts: And whereas the said Provision, in the said above
recited Clause, hath been found ineffectual for the Purposes intended; be it therefore
further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That from and after the tenth Day of
October, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, no Ship or Vessel shall be



permitted to break Bulk, or to make any Entry in any Port in the British Dominions,
until all Letters and Packets brought by any Master of any such Ship or Vessel, or by
any of his Company, or any Passenger on board the same, to an Port in the said
Dominions where Posts are or hereafter may be established, and from whence such
Letters and Packets can or may be dispatched by Post, shall be delivered to the
Deputy or Deputies, or Agents, of the said Post Master General for the time being, to
be by him or them forwarded, according to their respective Directions, in the same
Course that other Letters are sent from such respective Ports; except such Letters,
Commissions, and other Matters and Things as are excepted in the said Act made in
the Ninth Year of the Reign of Her late Majesty Queen Anne; and also, except all such
Letters and packets as shall or may be brought in any Ship or Vessel liable to the
Performance of Quarentine; all which Letters or Packets last-mentioned shall be
delivered, by the Person or Persons having Possession thereof, to the Person or
Persons appointed to superintend the Quarentine, that all proper Precautions may
be by him or them taken before the Delivery thereof; and when due Care has been
had therein, the said Letters or Packets shall be by him or them dispatched, in the
usual and accustomed Manner, by the Post; and all Masters, Mariners, Passengers,
and other Person or Persons, neglecting or refusing to deliver the Letters or Packets
brought by them as aforesaid, shall for every such Neglect or Refusal respectively,
forfeit the Sum of twenty Pounds; to be sued for and recovered by Action of Debt,
Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any Court of Record within the Kingdom, Colony,
Plantation, or Place, where the Offence shall be committed; and no Effoin, Privilege,
Protection, or Wager of Law, shall be admitted; one Moiety of the said Penalty to his
Majesty, his Heirs and Successors, and the other Moiety thereof to such Person or
Persons who shall or will inform against such Offender or Offenders, and sue for the
said Penalties and Forfeitures; and for every Recovery such Person or Persons, so
informing and prosecuting for the said Penalties and Forfeitures, shall recover and
have also taxed and paid their full Costs of Suit; any thing in the said Act, made in the
Ninth Year of the Reign of her late Majesty Queen Anne, to the contrary thereof
notwithstanding.

IV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be
lawful to and for the said Deputy or Deputies to demand, have, receive, and take, for
every such Letter and Packet so delivered from any Ship or Vessel, other than Packet
Boats, to such Deputy or Deputies at the Ports in his Majesty’s Dominions, as shall be
directed to any Place within the Town belonging to such Port, or within the Limits of
the Delivery of Letters and Packets by such Deputy and Deputies, the Rate or Sum of
one Penny, over and above what may now be received for the same.

V. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That from and after the
tenth Day of October, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, the Rates now
payable for the Postage of Letters and Packets sent or conveyed by the General Post,
not exceeding one Post Stage in Great Britain and Ireland and not exceeding two
Post Stages in that Part of Great Britain called England, do cease and determine; and
that from and after the said tenth Day of October, one thousand seven hundred and
sixty-five, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Post Master General, and his



Deputy and Deputies by him thereunto Sufficiently authorized, to and for the Use of
his Majesty, his Heirs, and Successors, to demand, have, receive, and take, for the
Port and Conveyance of all such Letters and Packets which he shall convey, carry, or
send Post, within the Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, according to the several
Rates and Sums hereafter-mentioned (the same being rated either by the Letter or
by the Ounce) that is to say,

For the Port or Conveyance of every Single Letter, so conveyed or carried by
the Post as aforesaid, not exceeding one whole Post Stage from the Office where
such Letter may be put in, within the Kingdoms aforesaid, the Sum of one Penny; for
every Double Letter two Pence; for every Treble Letter three Pence; and for every
Ounce four Pence; and so in Proportion for every Packet of Deeds, Writs, or other
Things.

And for the Port and Conveyance of every Single Letter, so conveyed or
carried by the Post as aforesaid, above one Post Stage, and not exceeding two Post
Stages, from the Office where such Letter may be put in, within that Part of Great
Britain called England, the Sum of Two Pence; for every Double Letter four Pence;
for every Treble Letter six Pence; and for every Ounce eight Pence; and so in
Proportion for every Packet of Deeds, Writs or other Things.

VI. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, that
nothing herein before contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to alter, or
in any wise to affect, the Rates or Sums to be paid for Letters or Packets passing or
repassing by the Carriage called the Penny Post.

VII. And whereas, for the more ready and extensive Conveyance of Letters and
Packets between that Part of Great Britain called England, and Ireland, and for the
Conveniency of Trade and Commerce between the said Kingdoms, it ma be
convenient and expedient to improve the Communication for the Conveyance of
such Letters and Packets by the Post through Carlisle, Dumfries, and Port Patrick, or
some other convenient Port in Scotland; and through Donaghadee, or some other
convenient Port in Ireland; be it further declared and enacted by the Authority
aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Post Master General,
and his Deputy or Deputies by him thereunto sufficiently authorized, to demand,
have, receive, and take, for the Port and Conveyance of all Letters and Packets,
passing and repassing by the Post between England and Ireland, through Carlisle,
Dumfries, Port Patrick and Donaghadee, or other convenient Ports in Scotland and
Ireland, the same Rates or Sums for English Postage, according to the Number of
Miles or Stages such Letters and Packets are carried by the Post in England, as also
the same Rates or Sums for Scotch Postage, according to the Number of Miles or
Stages such Letters and Packets are carried by the Post in Scotland, and moreover
the same Rates or Sums for Packet Postage between Port Patrick and Donaghadee,
or other convenient Ports in Scotland and Ireland, as likewise the same Rates or
Sums for Irish Postage, according to the Number of Miles or Stages such Letters are
carried by the Post in Ireland, as are respectively settled, established, and



ascertained, by the said Act made in the Ninth Year of the Reign of her said late
Majesty Queen Anne, or by this present Act.

VIII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That so much of the said
Act, made in the Ninth Year of the Reign of her late Majesty Queen Anne, as directs,
that the Rates or Sums to be paid for the Conveyance of Letters, to be sent by Packet
Boats, between Port Patrick and Donaghadee, shall be paid at the Place where such
Letter or Letters are delivered, in order to be sent by such Packet Boats, shall from
and after the said tenth Day of October, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five,
by and is hereby, repealed.

[X. And, to the end that all Letters or Packets may be charged with Postage,
according to the rated Distance they are respectively carried by the Post, and for
preventing all Disputes touching the same, be it further enacted by the Authority
aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful to and for such Person and Persons as the
Post Master General for the time being shall appoint, to measure, or cause to be
measured, by the Wheel, all the Post Roads which are not settled and established, or
which shall hereafter by settled and established, in any Part of the Kingdoms of
Great Britain and Ireland, and other the British Dominions.

X. Provided always, That such Person or Persons, who shall be appointed as
aforesaid to measure the said Distances, and every of them, shall be sworn to
perform the same according to the best of their Skill and Judgement; which Oath
shall and may be administered by any Justice of the Peace, who is hereby authorized
and required to administer the same, and to make Certificates thereof in Writing, to
be entered, without Fee or Charge, in the three Chief Post Offices in Great Britain
and Ireland; and in the Chief Post Offices established, or to be established, in
America; and moreover, that such Person or Persons so to be appointed by such
Post Master as aforesaid, shall and they are hereby required to cause fair Surveys or
Books to be made out: One of each whereof shall be left with his Majesty’s Post
Master General in London, another of each to be left at the Chief Post Office in
Edinburgh with the Post Master General’s Deputy there, another of each to be left at
the Chief Post Office at Dublin with the Post Master General’s Deputy there, and
another of each of such Surveys or Books shall be left at each of the Chief Post Offics
established, or to be established, in America, with the respective Deputies of the
Post Master General there, to remain in the said Post Offices; each of which said
Surveys or Books shall be signed by the Person or Persons making the same, who
shall and are hereby respectively required to make Oath of the Truth of such
Surveys; which Oath or Oaths shall and may be administered by any Justice of the
Peace, who is hereby authorized and required to administer the same; and a
Certificate of his or their having sworn to the Truth thereof shall be signed by the
Post Master General fo the time being, or by his Deputy or Deputies, in such Chief
Post Offices in Great Britain and Ireland, and in the British Dominions in America;
which Books and Surveys shall determine the Distances on all the said Post Roads:
And in case of any Suspicion of Error or wrong Admeasurement, it shall and may be
lawful for the said Post Master General to Cause new Surveys to be made; and the



last Surveys which shall be made, and shall be verified and attested as above
directed, shall in all Courts of Justice, be evidence of the distances on such Post
Roads; and all Rates granted by any former Act or Acts, or by this present Act for the
Port or Conveyance of Letters and Packets, shall be paid and taken according to such
Surveys.

XI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be
lawful to and for the Post Master General for the time being, and his Deputy and
Deputies by him thereunto sufficiently authorized, to settle and establish an Office,
to be called The Penny Post Office, in an City or town, and the Suburbs thereof, and
Places adjacent, within the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, and the British
Dominions in America, where such Posts shall, by the Post Master General, be
adjudged necessary and convenient; and to demand, have, receive, and take the
same Rates and Sums for the Postage and Conveyance of all Letters and packets,
conveyed by such Penny Post, as are or may be taken for the Carriage of Letters and
Packets, sent or conveyed by the Carriage called The Penny Post, established and
settled within the Cities of London and Westminster, and Borough of Southwark,
and Parts adjacent, according to the Extent and Meaning of the said Act made in the
ninth Year of her said late Majesty Queen Anne, and of an Act made in the fourth
Year of his late Majesty King George the Second, and of this present Act.

XII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That when such Penny
Post Office or Offices shall be settled and established in such Cities, Towns, Suburbs,
or Places adjacent, within the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, and the British
Dominions in America, as aforesaid, no Person or Persons whatsoever shall make
any Collection of Letters of Packets in or near such City, Town, Suburbs, or Places,
where such Penny Post Office or Offices shall be established, without Licence or
Leave of the Post Master General for the time being; upon Pain of incurring he
Forfeitures and Penalties to be forfeited and paid by Persons collecting, receiving,
carrying, recarrying, and delivering Letters, contrary to the said Act made in the
ninth Year of the reign of her said late Majesty Queen Anne, to be recovered in
Manner as by the said Act is directed, and with full Costs of Suit.

XIII. And be it further enacted and declared by the Authority aforesaid, that all
Letters and Packets whatsoever, which shall or may be brought, by the Inland or
Foreign Post, to the General Post Office in London, directed to any Person or Persons
at any Place or Places beyond the Delivery of the Inland or foreign Departments of
the General Post Office respectively, and within the Delivery of the said Office called
the Penny Post Office, shall be conveyed and delivered by the said Penny Post Office;
and that it shall and may be lawful for any Messenger of Person, carrying or
transmitting such Letters or Packets, to demand and take for the Carriage and
Delivery of the same, one Penny, and no more, over and above the Rates of Postage
which shall have become due, for the Port or Conveyance of such Letters or Packets
to the General Post Office.



XIV. And whereas the Weight of Letters and Packets, sent or conveyed by the
Carriage called The Penny Post, hath not yet been ascertained by any Law or Statute:
And whereas many heavy and bulky Packets and Parcels are now sent and conveyed
by such Carriage, which, by their Bulk and Weight, greatly retard the speedy
Delivery thereof; be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That from and
after the fifth Day of July, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, no Letter,
Packet, or Parcel whatsoever, shall be forwarded, sent, or conveyed, by any Carriage
called The Penny Post already established, or hereafter to be established, if the
Weight of such Letter, Packet, or Parcel, shall exceed the Weight of four Ounces,
other than such Letters or Packets as have first come by Post to the General Post
Office, or shall be passing by the said Carriage called The Penny Post, into the said
General Post Office.

XV. And whereas by the said Act, made in the Ninth Year of the Reign of her said late
Majesty Queen Anne, certain Rates are established for all Letters passing from
London through the Spanish Netherlands, or the United Provinces, to Hamburgh
(Post-paid to Antwerp or Amsterdam) and from Hamburgh through the Spanish
Netherlands, or the United Provinces, unto London; be it enacted, That so much of
the said Act, made in the Ninth Year of the Reign of her said late Majesty Queen
Anne, as establishes the Rates last above-mentioned, shall, from and after the fifth
Day of July, one thousand seven hundred and sixty five, be, and the same is hereby
repealed; and the said Rates shall from thenceforth cease and determine: And from
and after the said fifth Day of July, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Post
Master General, and his Deputy or Deputies by him thereunto sufficiently
authorized, to and for the Use of his Majesty, his Heirs, and Successors, to demand,
have, receive, and take, for the Port and Conveyance of all Letters and Packets, sent
or conveyed by the Post from London to Hamburgh, or from Hamburgh to London,
the same Rates or Sums of Money which, by the said Act made in the said Ninth Year
of the Reign of her said late Majesty Queen Anne, are settled and appointed to be
taken for all Letters and Packets passing by the Posts from London to all other Parts
of Germany.

XVI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be
lawful to and for the said Post Master General, and his Deputy and Deputies, if such
Post Master General shall deem it necessary and expedient, to cause the Rates or
Sums for the Postage of all Letters and packets which are to be sent by the Post out
of the Kingdom of Great Britain, to be paid upon their being put into any Post Office
in the said Kingdom.

XVIIL. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That if any Deputy, Clerk,
Agent, letter Carrier, or other Officer whatsoever, appointed, or to be hereafter
appointed, and employed in the Business of the Post Office, shall, from and after the
tenth Day of October, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, secret, embezzle,
or destroy an Letter, Packet, Bag, or Mail of Letters, which he, she, or they, shall and
may be respectively entrusted with, or which shall have came to his, her, or their
Hands or Possession, by virtue of their respective Employments in the said Post



Office, containing any Bank Note, Bank Post Bill, Bill of Exchange, Exchequer Bill,
South Sea or East India Bond, Dividend Warrant of the Bank, South Sea, East India,
or any other Company, Society, or Corporation, Navy or Victualling Bil, Seaman’s
Ticket, State Lottery Ticket, Goldsmith’s Note for the Payment of Money, or other
Bond or Warrant, Bill, or Promissory Note for the Payment of Money, or American
Provincial Bill of Credit; or shall steal and take out of any Letter or Packet that shall
come to his, her, or their Hands or Possession, by virtue of their respective
Employments, any such Bank Note, Bank Post Bill, Bill of Exchange, Exchequer Bill,
South Sea or East India Bond, Dividend Warrant of the Bank, South Sea, East India,
or any other Company, Society, or Corporation, Navy or Victualling Bill, Seaman’s
Ticket, State Lottery Ticket, Goldsmith’s Note for the Payment of Money, or other
Bond or Warrant, or Promissory Note for he Payment of Money, or American
Provincial Bill of Credit, with Intent to secrete, embezzle, or destroy the same; every
such Offender or Offenders, being thereof convicted in due Form of Law, shall be
deemed guilty of Felony, and shall suffer Death as a Felon.

XVIII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That from and after the
said tenth Day of October, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five, if any Person
or Persons whatsoever shall rob any of his Majesty’s Mails of any Letter or Letters,
Packet or Packets, Bag or Mail of Letters, although such Robbery shall not appear, or
be proved, to be a Taking from the Person, or upon the King’s Highway, or to be a
robbery committed in any Dwelling-house, or any Coach-house, Stable, Barn, or any
Out-house belonging to a Dwelling-house, and although it should not appear that
any Person or Persons were put in Fear by such Robbery, yet such Offender or
Offenders, being thereof convicted as aforesaid shall nevertheless respectively be
deemed guilty of Felony, and shall suffer Death as a Felon.

XIX. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, that if any Deputy, Clerk,
Agent, Letter Carrier, or other Servant, appointed, authorized, and intrusted, to take
in Letters or Packets, and receive the Postage thereof, shall, after the said tenth Day
of October, imbezzle, or apply to his, her, or their own Use, any Money or Monies by
him, her, or them, received with such Letters or Packets, for the Postage thereof; or
shall burn or otherwise destroy any Letter or Letters, Packet or Packets, by him, her,
or them, so taken in or received; or who, by virtue of their respective Offices, shall
advance the Rates upon Letters or packets sent by the Post, and shall not duly
account for the Money by him, her or them, received for such advanced Postage;
every such Offender or Offenders, being thereof convicted as aforesaid, shall be
deemed guilty of Felony.

XX. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That if any Post Boy or
Rider, having taken any of his Majesty’s Mails, or Bags of Letters or Packets, under
his Care, in order to convey he same to the next Post Town or Stage, shall, after the
said tenth Day of October, quit or defer the same before his Arrival at such Post
Town or Stage, or shall suffer any other Person or Persons (the Person or Persons
employed to guard such Mail or Bags of Letters and Packets only excepted) to ride
on the Horse or Carriage along with the said Mails or Bags of Letters and Packets; or



shall loiter on the Road, and willfully misspend his Time, so as to retard the Arrival
of the said Mails or Bags of Letters at the next Post Town or Stage; or shall not, in all
possible Cafes, convey such Mails or Bags of Letters after the Rate of six English
Miles an Hour at the least; every such Offender, for every such Offence, being hereof
convicted, either by voluntary Confession of the Party, or by the Oath or Oaths of
one or more credible Witness or Witnesses, before any one or more Justice or
Justices of the Peace (which Oath and Oaths the said Justice or Justices is and are
hereby respectively impowered and required to administer) shall be sent to the
House of Correction, and confined to hard Labour for any Time not exceeding one
Month, nor less than fourteen Days.

XXI. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That from and after the
said tenth Day of October, if any Post Boy or Post Boys, Rider or Riders, shall, by
himself or themselves, or in Combination with others, unlawfully collect or receive
Letters or Packets, or convey, or cause Letters and Packets to be unlawfuly
conveyed, and shall thereof be convicted, either by the voluntary Confession of the
Paty, or by the Oath of one or more credible Witness or Witnesses, before any one or
more Justice or Justices of the Peace (which Oath and Oaths the said Justice and
Justices is and are hereby respectively impowered and required to administer)
every such Offender or Offenders shall, for every Letter or Packet so by him or them
unlawfully collected, conveyed, or delivered, forfeit the sum of ten Shillings, to be
paid to the Informer; and if the same shall not be forthwith paid upon Conviction, it
shall and may be lawful for such Justice and Justices to commit such Offender or
Offenders to the House of Correction, there to remain at hard Labour for any Space
not exceeding two Months, nor less than one Month.

XXII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That all and every the
Clauses, Provisoes, Powers, Privileges, Advantages, Disabilities, Penalties,
Forfeitures, and Methods for the Recovery of the same Matters and Things,
contained in the said Act made in the ninth Year of the Reign of her said late Majesty
Queen Anne, or in any other Act or Acts whatsoever, touching the General Post
Office or the Carriage called The Penny Post Office, and not herein and hereby
expressly altered or repealed, shall be applied and extended, and shall be construed
to apply and extend, to this present Act, as fully and effectually, to all Intents and
Purposes, as if the same had been particularly repeated and re-enacted in the Body
of this present Act.

XXIII. And be it further enacted and declared, That all Rates or Sums of Money
established or appointed by this Act, and also all Sums of Money imposed as
Forfeitures or Penalties, and all Sums of Money required to be paid, and all other
Monies herein mentioned, shall be deemed and taken to be Sterling Money of Great
Britain, and shall be collected, taken, recovered, and pad, to the Amount of the Value
which such Nominal Sums bear in Great Britain.

XXIV. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That all the Monies
arising by the Rates aforesaid, except the Monies which shall be necessary to defray



such Expences as shall be incurred in the Collection and Management of the same,
and all other Expences attending the said Office, and the due Execution of the Acts
relating thereto, shall be appropriated and applied to such and the same Uses, to
which the present Rates of Postage are respectively now by Law appropriated and
made applicable.

XXV. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That all
Charges, Outgoings, and Disbursements, necessary for the Receipt and Management
of the said Rates, and the Rates granted by former Acts, and all other Expences
attending the said Office, and the due Execution of the several Acts relating thereto,
be allowed and Paid, in like Manner as the same have heretofore been allowed,
authorized, and paid, at any Time since the Commencement of the Rates granted by
the said Act made in the ninth Year of the Reign of Queen Anne; any thing in this Act,
or in an Act passed in the first Year of his Majesty’s Reign, intituled, An Act for the
Support of his Majesty’s Houshold, and of the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of
Great Britain, to the contrary notwithstanding.

XXVI. And whereas by an Act made in the Fourth Year of the Reign of his present
Majesty, intituled, An Act for preventing Frauds and Abuses, in relation to the
sending and receiving of Letters and Packets free from the Duty of Postage, it is
enacted, That from and after the First Day of May, one thousand seven hundred and
sixty-four, so long as the Revenue arising in the General Letter Office or Post Office,
or Office of Post Master General, shall continue to be made Part of the Aggregate
Fund, no Letters of Packets sent by the post, to or from any Place whatsoever, shall
be exempted from paying the Duty of Postage, except such Letters and Packets as
are therein particularly excepted: And whereas the Privilege of sending and
receiving Letters and Packets, free from the Duty of Postage, is not by the said Act
extended to the Pay Master General of his Majesty’s Forces for the time being, or to
the Clerk of the Parliaments, or to the Clerk of the House of Commons of Great
Britain, for the time being, who, by virtue of their respective Offices and
Employments, necessarily send and receive many Letters relating to the publick
Concerns of these Kingdoms; be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforesaid,
That from and after the passing of this Act, the said Pay Master General of his
Majesty’s Forces for the time being, shall and may send and receive Letters, free
from the Duty of Postage, in the same Manner, and under such Restrictions, as other
Officers mentioned in the said Act are thereby permitted, in respect of their Offices
to send and receive; and that the said Clerk of the Parliaments, and Clerk of the
House of Commons of Great Britain, for the time being, shall and may respectively,
from and after the passing of this Act, send and receive Letters, free from the Duty of
Postage, in the same Manner, and under such Restrictions, as any Member of either
of the two Houses of Parliament of Great Britain now send and receive the same, in
pursuance of the said Act.

XXVII. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That if any Action or
Suit shall be commenced against any Person or Persons for an thing done in
pursuance of this Act, the same shall be commenced within six Months after the Fac



committed, and not afterwards; and the Defendant or Defendants in such Action or
Suit shall and may plead the General Issue, and give this Act, and the Special Matter,
in Evidence; and that the same was done in pursuance, and by the Authority of this
Act: And if it shall appear so to be done, or that such Action or Suit shall be
commenced after the time befoe limited for bringing he same, that then the Jury
shall find for the Defendant or Defendants; and upon a Verdict for the Defendant, or
if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs shall be nonsuited, or discontinue his, her, or their Action
or Suit, after the Defendant or Defendants shall have appeared; or if, upon Demrrer,
Judgement shall be given against the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or
Defendants shall and may recover Treble Costs, and have the like Remedy for the
same, as any Defendant or Defendants hath or have in any other Cases by Law.



