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Edelman TweetTracker
Key findings 
What it does: TweetTracker tracks Twitter opinion around the three party leaders – Gordon Brown, David Cameron, Nick Clegg.    The tool measures favourable/ negative Tweets around the three leaders, giving an “approval/ disapproval” score, like those used in US Presidential campaigns.

Key headlines
· Party leaders don’t cut the mustard with Twitterers.  Twitterers are undecided about any of the party leaders 
· Brown wins week 1 of the campaign in terms of volume of Tweets, Clegg comes out on top in terms of favourability 

· Gordon Brown wins Twitter war by volume
· Clegg is the leader with most favourability 

· Cameron “gets people’s goats” – exciting most negative Tweets, but Cameron’s negative ratings have decreased since the call of the General Election 
· Brown’s negativity ratings have increased since call of General Election

· Tory NI pledge gives Cameron significant uplift in favourability

· Twitterers are generally pessimistic and negative towards all three party leaders.  Low level of favourability to all party leaders- largely targeted at Cameron 

· Average sentiment polls suggest Brown most positively Tweeted about, followed by Cameron and Clegg 

· Average sentiment polls suggest Cameron most negatively Tweeted about, followed by Brown and Clegg
· Over 50,000 Tweets on the party leaders since 22nd March, with nearly half of that since General Election 

· Clegg’s increased profile increases favourability towards him, but also excites more negative sentiment

· Final PMQs gives Clegg large uplift in favourability, Brown and Cameron’s favourability both decrease
· Call of General Election gives largest boost to Brown (by percentage) 

· Downward trend in favourability to Brown and Cameron since call of General Election, upward trend for Clegg

Election clangers/ milestones
· Chancellor’s debates heavily favoured the Liberal Democrats, and consequently Nick Clegg

· Cameron’s Channel 4 interview on gay rights causes large drop in favourability

· Boris appearing with Cameron gives Cameron an uplift

· Stuart MacLennan resignation over controversial Tweets damage Brown 

·  “Wife day” when all three party leader’s wives were profiled, benefits Clegg most
· Digital Economy Bill copyright debate damages Brown’s favourability 
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How Twitterers favour the party leaders (22nd March – 11 April)
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Who’s winning the Twitter war? (Volume of Tweets)
Key
22nd March – Sam Cam Baby (1)

23rd March – David Cameron Gay slip up – MP interview (2)

30th March – Tony Blair speech March – Chancellor’s Debates (3)

31st March – Tory NI pledge (4) 

1 April – Business Backs Tory NI pledge (5)

6th April – General Election is called (6) 

7 April – last PMQs (7)

7-8th April – Debate on Digital Economy Bill – copyright (8)

8th April – last day of Parliament – Michael Caine and national service announcement (9) 

9th April –Boris joins Cameron on campaign trail.  Stuart MacLennan sacked 
10th April – “Wife day” (10)

11 April – Labour won’t raise income taxes – Clegg says “social unrest” (11)
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Positive to negative scores for the party leaders (22nd March – 11 April)
